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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course traces evidence for resistance and revolt in imperial contexts in the 
ancient Mediterranean. We will discuss active (revolt, uprisings, riots), nonviolent 
(protests, civil disobedience), everyday (foot- dragging, sabotage, private non-
compliance) and cultural (persistence of local traditions) forms of resistance, drawn 
mainly frpm case studies in the Greek and Roman worlds. We will use both literary 
and archaeological evidence to study how and why people revolt, and to examine 
the unique socio-historical contexts that led to acts of resistance in the ancient world. 
We will consider a range of questions, including: What do we mean by "resistance"? 
How can we identify resistance in the archaeological record? What happened to 
people who resisted? Were any resistance movements effective? How do we 
uncover nonviolent and everyday resistance in the ancient world? As a writing 
intensive course (WI) and CCI capstone course, you will be asked to demonstrate 
your understanding of the material in a range of written and graded assignments, 
including discussion responses, two exams, a research paper and draft material, and 
a group-project “deep map.” 

DR. LE BLANC  FALL 2017        M/W 3:30-4:45       MHRA 3208 
office: MHRA 1110   email: rlleblan@uncg.edu 
office hours:      Mon 11-12         Tues 1-2         Thurs  9:30-10:30    Or by appt 
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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
At the completion of this course, the student will be 
able to: 
1.  Demonstrate general knowledge of several key 

resistance movement and revolts from the ancient 
Classical world. 

2.  Evaluate evidence for resistance in both primary 
literary sources and material culture. 

3.  Explain how and why people resisted in ancient 
imperial settings. 

4.  Challenge modern theoretical and methodological 
approaches to the study of resistance in the past. 

5.  Work collaboratively to investigate the past with 
peers. 

6.  Recognize and write in genres appropriate to the 
discipline of the primary subject matter of the 
course. 

7.  Use informal and formal approaches to writing 
and multiple drafts to deepen their mastery of the 
subject. 

GRADED	ASSIGNMENTS	
Midterm     20%      SLOs 1-4, 7 
Final Exam     20%      SLOs 1-4, 7 
Discussion Responses   15%      SLOs 1-7 
Research Paper & Feeders  25%      SLOs 2-7 
Neatline Deep Map    20%      SLOs 1-7 

MIDTERM & FINAL EXAMS  20% each   
Two exams (midterm and final). Final will have a cumulative section, but will focus on the second 
half of the semester. Question types will include short essays, term identifications, questions based 
on images, a map, and primary source analyses. 
  
DISCUSSION RESPONSES  15% 
The format of the class depends on your participation and contribution of your thoughtful insights 
on the assigned reading for each day. A series of discussion questions or prompts will be posted to 
Canvas for each class day; you should look them over and think about them when completing the 
reading.  Periodically over the course of the semester I will ask you to respond to one of these 
prompts, or to a related prompt, in an essay at the beginning of class. You will get 15-20 minutes to 
write, and the essays will be graded out of 10 points. I will drop one response at the end of the 
semester. Please be aware that if you are late to class you will be required to turn in the essay at 
the same time as the rest of the class. 
  
RESEARCH PAPER AND FEEDERS  25% 
A 10-12 page research paper is due on our last day of class on a topic of your choice.  The 
research paper should be related to revolt or resistance in the ancient world, but it does not have to 
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be in an imperial setting. The goal of the research paper is to make a 
compelling and clear argument based on primary sources, and situated in   

Coin	of	
Zenobia	(via	
Wildwinds)	



RESEARCH PAPER AND FEEDERS (CONT). 
reference to modern scholarship on that topic. You will complete “feeder” assignments that 
prepare you to write the final paper over the course of the semester including: a topic 
submission; an annotated bibliography (2 primary sources, 2 secondary sources); an abstract; 
a one-page “mumford method” outline; a rough draft; a final draft. Your Mumford Method 
outline and rough draft will be workshopped with your peers in class.  All of these assignments 
will receive a grade and feedback from your instructor. Specific instructions and requirements 
will be available in a separate assignment document.  The final draft of your paper will be due 
on the day of the final exam, as a .doc, .docx, or .pdf file uploaded to the Canvas site. 

 Academic writing is a process, and usually a non-linear one at that. In order to illustrate this, I 
will be modeling one type of academic writing by spending the semester writing an article on a topic 
related to revolt and rebellion. I will be working on this article on Google documents, and you can see 
real-time updates and progress by logging in to the document under “Collaborations” in Canvas. In 
addition to progress in writing, you can also see how I brainstorm and take notes on sources, how my 
argument changes or is modified by new material, and how editing occurs throughout the writing 
process. The goal is to show you the good, the bad, and the truly terrible about academic writing (at 
least in this one case, and for this one person). I encourage you to check in with this document, to read 
it, and to ask questions and make comments on it (using the “Comments” feature)—you can ask 
anything about the research or writing process, or make comments on things you like or are confused 
about in the actual content. It is my hope that this will serve as a kind of model for how to read and 
respond to your peers in writing workshops at the end of the semester, but also for ways to think about 
your own writing and writing process. You will see me write myself into a corner, produce a paragraph of 
dribble, delete whole pages and sections, bemoan the discovery of a new source that would have 
helped immensely months before, and revise and revise and revise a single sentence; all of this is part 
of the process, and I hope to demystify that a bit for you over the semester. 
  
NEATLINE DEEP MAP   20% 
 A “deep map” is an interactive online map that combines images, narrative, and mapping to 
track an event or idea across both time and space. It is a different way of thinking about history, 
and I think a particularly useful visual and intellectual tool for conceiving of the large-scale 
resistance movements that we’ll be talking about this semester. This is a group project, 
composed of you + 3-4 classmates. You will create a deep map on one of the following revolts/
rebellions: the Ionian Revolt; the Satraps’ Revolt; the Kitos Rebellion; the Gallic Empire. You 
will create the map using two programs: Omeka, and  Neatline. We will do workshops on how 
to use both programs. The goal is to take your assigned revolt and to use a deep map to  
explain how that revolt unfolded across the landscape, using ancient texts,  archaeological 
evidence,  and multimedia tools to construct a narrative. Specific instructions  
and requirements will be available in a separate assignment document.   
Your grade will depend on the  group’s final output, and your own  
contribution. We will spend some time talking about  
each revolt in the second half of the semester,  
and we will use your deep maps as sources to  
explore each revolt. Part of your  
assignment will be to collect a set of  
primary sources for your classmates to  
read on those days. Finally, your deep  
maps will be hosted online, serving as  
public resources for people interested  

   in these topics. 
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Lachish	siege	relief	of	Sennacherib	(©Mike	Peel	on	Wikimedia)	
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ATTENDANCE 
In seminar classes, regular attendance is expected as a matter of 
course. You are allowed two unexcused absences without penalty; 
beginning with the third, 1.5 percentage points will be deducted from 
your final course grade for each additional absence. Use of  cell 
phones, laptops, and tablets for non-course related activities during 
class will result in you being marked absent. 

TEXTS 
All readings will be posted 
to Canvas as a PDF or 
link to an internet reading. 
All readings should be 
completed before coming 
to class on the day for 
which they are assigned. 
Please note that some 
days the reading load is 
heavier than on others; I 
will try to note this in 
advance for you. 
However, learning how to 
move efficiently through 
large reading 
assignments is a key 
strategy for advanced 
students; one of our goals 
in the class is to develop 
such strategies, and to 
think about how to read, 
understand, and be able 
to critically evaluate 
lengthy and/or dense 
texts. We will discuss 
these strategies in class, 
and revisit the topic 
throughout the semester 
while discussing how to 
do research. 

Athenian	tribute	list	(via	Wikimedia)	

TECHNOLOGY 
Feel free to use a laptop or 
tablet to take notes and 
refer to texts in class. We 
will sometime use Google 
docs or other collaborative 
features to work through 
our discussions in class. 
However, please refrain 
from multi-tasking in class, 
or using your laptop for 
non-course related things 
in class—it’s distracting to 
me and to your 
classmates, and dividing 
your attention will make 
life harder for you when 
studying later on. 
Excessive use of 
cellphones/laptops for 
non-class work will result 
in a grumpy instructor, and 
a possible deduction in 
your overall grade (see 
attendance policy above). OTHER CLASS POLICIES 

1.  Please check your UNCG email and Canvas daily in case of announcements or changes; I will 
typically announce changes in class + via email + an announcement on Canvas 

2.  I try to respond to email within 24 hours; if I don’t get back to you by then, please follow-up or 
catch me before class. 

3.  I will usually reply to emails 9am-7pm; please don’t expect a reply outside of these hours. 
4.  I use a standard 10—point letter grade scale, and round up grades .6+; an 89.5 is a B+, while 

an 89.6 is an A-. I do not negotiate grades, but am happy to correct mathematical errors, or to 
clarify the reasoning behind an grades—just make sure to schedule a time to come and see 
me, and bring the work you want to discuss. 

5.  Please be respectful and considerate of your classmates and of me in your commentary, 
conduct, and engagement. 

6.  I will make some truly terrible jokes, puns, Lord of the Rings, and Harry Potter references. I 
apologize in advance. 

7. If you need help or support, please don’t hesitate to come see me—I am happy to connect 
   you to resources on campus that will help, and to brainstorm ways to minimize the 
   impact of any challenges on your coursework this semester. 
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SPECIAL 
ACCOMODATIONS 
Students requesting 
accommodations based on 
a disability must be 
registered with the Office of 
Accessibility  Resources 
and Services (OARS) in 
215 Elliott University Center 
(http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/; 
email: oars@uncg.edu). If 
you have a documented 
disability and want to 
discuss academic 
accommodations, please 
talk with me before the end 
of the second week.  

RELIGIOUS DAYS 
State law allows students to have up to two absences for religious 
reasons per academic year and to be allowed to make up work 
missed. If this applies to you, you must notify me two weeks in 
advance and make arrangements to make up missed work at that 
time. I reserve the right to require you to do this work before your 
absence.  

UNCG ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
All work in this class must be completed according to the letter and 
spirit of the university’s academic integrity policy (a copy of which is 
available online at the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities; 
osrr.uncg.edu). Students are responsible for reviewing the policy 
and pledge, for understanding what constitutes a violation of the 
pledge, and for being aware of the range of sanctions for violations. 
ALWAYS ask for clarification from your professor if you have 
questions about the policy, or whether or not your work adheres to it. 

Face mask for a cavalry helmet, 
found at Kalkriese (photo © 

Varusschlact im Osnabrücker Land 
Museum Und Park Kalkriese) 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
*please note that I reserve the right to change or modify this syllabus at any time; 
changes will be announced in class, by email, and as an announcement on Canvas 
  
Wednesday, August 16: Introduction; Overview; Expectations; What do we 
mean by “resistance”? Why imperial resistance? 
Reading:  
1.  PDF of survey of primary sources: Caesar Gallic War 1.13-16; Cassius Dio 

Roman History 56.18; ANET 288: Sennacherib’s Annals: pp.1-4. 
  Monday, August 21: Definitions: What is “resistance”? What is “revolt?”;  
how many ways to resist 
Reading:  
1.  “Conceptualizing Resistance,” J.A. Hollander and R. L. Einwohner, Sociological Forum 19(4): 533-554. 
2.  Selections from J.C. Scott’s Weapons of the Weak in Cultural Resistance Reader, S. Duncombe (ed.), 

pp.89-95. 
3.  Selections from J.C. Scott’s Domination and the Arts of Resistance: Hidden Transcripts, pp.1-4. 
  
Wednesday, August 23: More definitions, and approaches to resistance; how to read and recognize 
“revolt” and “resistance” 
[NL: Make sure to fill out map topic preference on canvas by 8/26!] 
Reading: 
1.  Chapter 5 “Popular Resistance,” J. Toner, Popular Culture in Ancient Rome, pp.162-184. 
2.  “Introduction: Jesus, Paul, and the “Arts of Resistance”: leaves from the notebook of James C. Scott,” 

R.A. Horsley, in Hidden Transcripts and the Arts of Resistance: applying the work of James C. Scott to 
Jesus and Paul, R.A. Horslye (ed.), pp.1-26. 

 
Monday, August 28: Case Study: Background to the First Jewish Revolt 
[NL: Group assignments announced] 
Reading: 
1.  “Roman Domination: the Jewish Revolt and the Destruction of the Second Temple,” S.J.D. Cohen in 

Ancient Israel: from Abraham to the Roman Destruction of the Temple, H. Shanks (ed.), pp.265-288 
   (stop before “The Course of the First Jewish Revolt”). 

 2. Josephus, The Jewish War 2.10; 2.14-15 (on the lead up to the revolt). 
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Wednesday, August 30: The First Jewish Revolt (beginning to the siege of Gamla) 
Reading:  
1.   “Going to War against Rome: the motivation of the Jewish Rebels,” J.S. McLaren in The 

Jewish Revolt Against Rome, M.Popović (ed.), 129-155. 
2.  Josephus The Jewish War 2.17-20; 3.1-2; 3.7-8. 
  
Monday, September 4: NO CLASS (LABOR DAY) 
  
Wednesday, September 6: Literary Accounts (The siege of Jerusalem) 
[NL: Neatline Workshop + Preliminary Source Bibliography/List Due] 
Reading: Josephus The Jewish War 5.1-5.3; 5.6-5.13; 6.1-6.6; 6.9 
  
Monday, September 11: Material Culture and the First Jewish Revolt 
[RP: Topic Submission Due] 
Reading:  
1.  “Romanization and anti-Romanization in pre-Revolt Galilee,” A.M. Berlin in The First Jewish 

Revolt: Archaeology, History, and Ideology, A.M. Berlin and J.A.Overman (eds.), pp.57-73. 
2.  “Coinage and Identity: the Jewish Evidence,” M. Goodman in Coinage and Identity in the 

Roman Provinces, C. Howgego, V. Heuchert, and A. Burnett (eds.), pp. 163-166. 
  
Wednesday, September 13: Battlefields, Sieges: Masada, Kalkriese as case studies 
[RP: Research Workshop] 
Reading:  
1.  Masada: Josephus The Jewish War 7.8-7.10. 
2.  Battle of Teutoberg Forest: Suetonius, Life of Augustus 23; Cassius Dio, Roman History 

56.18-23; Tacitus Annals 1.60-62. 
  
Monday, September 18: Roman Revolts (a survey of revolts, responses); Boudicca’s Revolt 
[NL: Item, Record, Neatline Check-in by Dr. L after class] 
Reading:  
1.  “Provincial Revolts in the Early Roman Empire,” G. Woolf in The Jewish Revolt Against Rome, 

M.Popović (ed.), 27-44. 
2.  Boudicca: Tacitus, Annals 14.29-39; Cassius Dio, Roman History, 62.1-12. 
3.  OPTIONAL: Chapter One, “Tension Management” G.Gambash, Rome and Provincial 

Resistance, pp.20-61. 
 
Wednesday, September 20: Boudicca’s Revolt: Archaeological Evidence 
Reading: “The Archaeological Evidence,” R. Hingley and C. Unwin from Boudica: Iron Age Warrior 
Queen, pp.63-110. 
 
Monday, September 25: Roman Responses (at Rome) 
[NL: Item, Record, Neatline Check-in by Dr. L after class] 
Reading: 
1.  Chapter 4 “Commemoration,” G.Gambash, Rome and Provincial Resistance, pp.124-143. 
2.  Josephus, The Jewish War 7.4-5 (triumph in Rome). 
  
Wednesday, September 27: Roman Responses  (abroad) 
[NL: ½ Class Neatline Work Session] 
1.  Chapter Two “Handling Revolt,” G.Gambash, Rome and Provincial Resistance, pp.62-98. 
2.  “Echoes of ‘Judaea Capta’: the nature of Domitian’s coinage of Judaea and vicinity,” D. Hendin, 

INR 2:123-130. 
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Monday, October 2: Romans, Roman Allies, Resistors: what do Tacfarinas, Vercingetorix & 
Zenobia have in common?  
[NEATLINE MAP DUE] 
Reading: 
1.  ALL: Zenobia: Historia Augusta, Life of Aurelian 22-31. 
2.  GROUP A:  Tacfarinas: Tacitus, Annals 2.52; 3.20-3.21; 3.73-3.74; 4.23-26. 
3.  GROUP B: Vercingetorix: Caesar Gallic War 7.1-7; 7.63-89; Cassius Dio Roman History  

40.41. 
  
Wednesday, October 4: MIDTERM 
  
Monday, October 9: NO CLASS (FALL BREAK) 
  
Wednesday, October 11: Imperial Responses; The Nature of the Athenian “Empire”: the 
Melian Dialogue (416 BCE) 
Reading: 
1.  “Resistance and Accommodation in the Persian Empire,” J.L. Berquist, in In the Shadow of 

Empire, R. Horsley (ed.), pp.41-58 
2.  Thucydides The History of the Peloponnesian War 5.84-116. 
  
Monday, October 16: The Mytilenian Revolt and Debate (427 BCE) 
[RP: Bibliography + Source Analysis Due] 
Reading: Thucydides The History of the Peloponnesian War 3.1-50. 
  
Wednesday, October 18: Ionian Revolt; Satraps Revolt 
[RP: In-Class Paper Meetings] 
Reading: 
1.  Handout of primary sources from Ionian Revolt mapping group. 
2.  Handout of primary sources from Satraps Revolt mapping group. 
  
Monday, October 23: Alexander in Bactria (and thinking about the past in the present) 
Reading: 
1.  “Chapter Two: Hunting the Enemy,” F.L. Holt, Into the Land of Bones: Alexander the Great in 

Afghanistan, pp.23-44. 
2.  “Chapter Three: A Desperate Struggle,” F.L. Holt, Into the Land of Bones: Alexander the Great 

in Afghanistan, pp.45-65. 
3.  “Chapter Four: The Hydra Heads of Bactria,” F.L. Holt, Into the Land of Bones: Alexander the 

Great in Afghanistan, pp.45-65 (skip the section “A DEATH” pp.75-79à pick up on pg. 79 with 
the paragraph “Amyntas took over the position of satrap”). 

Wednesday, October 25: More about Alexander in Bactria 
[RP: Abstact Due] 
Reading: 
1.  “Chapter Five: Love and War,” F.L. Holt, Into the Land of Bones: Alexander the Great in 

Afghanistan, pp.85-105 (skip the section “MORE OPPOSITION” pp.93-96à pick up on pg.96 
with the paragraph “When the tumultuous spring had passed, the king ordered…”). 

2.  “Chapter Six: Dark Shadows,” F.L. Holt, Into the Land of Bones: Alexander the Great in 
Afghanistan, pp.105-114 (read up to section “CATASTROPHE” on pg.114). 

3.  Arrian Anabasis of Alexander, selections from Books 3-4 on Bactria, Sogdia. 
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Monday, October 30: The Question and Issue of “Cultural Resistance” 
Reading: 
1.   “Fragmenting Identities,” R. Hingley, Globalizing Roman Culture: unity, diversity and empire, 

pp.91-116. 
2.  “Art as Resistance and Negotiation,” J.Webster in Roman Imperialism and Provincial Art, S. 

Scott and J. Webster (eds), pp. 24-52. 
 
Wednesday, November 1: More of the Same (Religion) 
Reading:  Selections of primary sources from Pagans and Christians in Late Antiquity: a 
sourcebook, D.Lee (ed.). 
  
Monday, November 6: More of the Same (Art in the NW Provinces) 
[RP: Mumford Outline Due] 
Reading: 
1.  “Poles Apart? Perceptions of Gender in Gallo-British Cult-Iconography” M.A. Green in Roman 

Imperialism and Provincial Art, S. Scott and J. Webster (eds), pp. 95-118. 
2.  “Tricks with Mirrors: remembering the dead of Noricum,” S. Hales in Material Culture and 

Social Identities in the Ancient World, S. Hales and T. Hodos (eds.), pp.227-251. 
  
Wednesday, November 8: Landscapes of Resistance? 
Reading: 
1.  “Greece: a landscape of resistance?” S.E. Alcock in Dialogues in Roman Imperialism: power, 

discourse, and discrepant experience in the Roman Empire, D.J. Mattingly, S.E Alcock (eds.), 
pp.103-115. 

2.  “Routes of Resistance to integration: Alpine reactions to Roman power,” H. Cornwell in Official 
Power and Local Elites in the Roman Provinces, R. Varga &V.Rusu-Bolindet (eds.), pp.52-76. 

Monday, November 13: Persistence and Resistance 
Reading: 
1.  “Punic Persistence: colonialism and cultural identities in Roman Sardinia,” P. van Dommelen in 

Cultural Identity in the Roman Empire, R. Laurence and J. Berry (eds.), pp. 25-48. 
2.  “Continuity and Change in Lebanese temples,” K. Butcher in Creating Ethnicities and Identities 

in the Roman World, A. Gardner, E. Herring, and K. Lomas (eds.), pp.195-211. 
  
Wednesday, November 15: The Empire Writes Back; Bar Kokhba Revolt 
Reading: 
1.  “Assyria’s Demise as Recompense: a note on the narratives of resistance in Babylonia and 

Judah,” P.R. Bedford in Revolt and Resistance in the Ancient Classical World and the Near 
East, J.J. Collins (ed.), pp. 55-75. 

2.  “From 70 C.E. to the Bar-Kokhba Revolt (132-135/136 C.E.): the second Jewish revolt against 
the Romans,” J. Magness, The Archaeology of the Holy Land: from the destruction of 
Solomon’s Temple to the Muslim Conquest, pp.256-270. 

3.  OPTIONAL: “The Futility of Revolt: Pausanias on local myths of freedom and rebellion,” L. 
Langerwerf in Official Power and Local Elites in the Roman Provinces, R. Varga and V.Rusu-
Bolindet (eds.), pp.72-94. 

 



LIST OF DUE DATES (SEE ALSO ASSIGNMENT DETAILS 
SHEETS ON CANVAS) 

 
NEATLINE MAPPING PROJECT 
Rebellion preference (on Canvas)  Mon, Aug 21-Sat Aug 26 
Group Assignments     Mon, Aug 28  
Preliminary Source Bibliography/List  Wed, Sept 6 
Neatline Workshop     Wed, Sept 6 
Item, Record, Neatline Check-In   Mon, Sept 18 
Check-In      Mon, Sept 25 
In-Class ½ hr work session    Wed, Sept 27 
Neatline Map Due     Mon, Oct 2 
 
RESEARCH PAPER 
Topic Submission    Mon, September 11 
Research Workshop    Wed, September 13 
Bibliography and Source Analysis  Mon, Oct 16 
Paper Meetings (in-class)   Wed, Oct 18 
Abstract     Wed, Oct 25 
Mumford Outline #1    Mon, Nov 6 
Rough Draft     Mon, Nov 20 
Final Draft     Wed, Nov 29 
 
EXAMS 
Midterm   Wed, Oct 4 
Final Exam   Fri, Dec 1 

  
Monday, November 20: Bar Kokhba Revolt 
[RP: Rough Draft Due + Workshop] 
Reading: “The bar Kokhba Revolt: the Roman point of view,” W. Eck, JRS 89:76-89. 
  
Wednesday, November 22: NO CLASS (THANKSGIVING) 
  
Monday, November 27: Bar Kokhba wrap-up; Kitos Rebellion; Gallic Empire; Roman 
resistance movements: why so many? Why so few? 
Reading: 
1.  Handout of primary sources from the Gallic Empire  mapping group. 
2.  Handout of primary sources from Kitos Rebellion  mapping group. 
  
Wednesday, November 29: What is resistance? Why did  people resist? Other Types of 
Resistance 
[RP: Final Draft Due] 
Reading:  “When is a Revolt not a Revolt: a case for contingency,”  E.S. Gruen  in Revolt and 
Resistance in the Ancient Classical  World  and the Near East, J.J. Collins and J.G. Manning 
(eds.), pp.10-37. 
 
FINAL EXAM: FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 1, 3:30-4:45pm 
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Bar	Kokhba	Coin	(	©	Center	for	Online	
Judaic	Studies)	


